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Context and Gaps

Thailand hosts migrant workers from neighboring countries 

who sustain key sectors of the economy.

Government health insurance is largely tied to residency, 

employers, or legal status.

Out of 3M registered migrants, only ~60% are 

effectively covered. 1.2M remain uncovered.

An estimated 1M unregistered migrants have no 

government health protection.

Even in countries with strong UHC ambitions, migrants fall 

through the cracks and more frequent climate shocks will 

force greater migration.
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What is M-FUND?

Dreamlopments Foundation has set up M-FUND as a low-cost, not-for-

profit, health access fund for migrants not covered by government 

insurance schemes to:

➢ Empower this population to self-establish affordable and sustainable 

access to health care services.

➢ Contribute to closing the gap of Universal Health Coverage in Thailand.

The vision is to extend M-FUND to cover migrants, stateless persons, 

refugees in other countries and regions. 
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The way M-FUND operates

Consents were obtained for the fair use of the photos from the beneficiaries.

Community-based, voluntary enrollment facilitated by M-FUND 
community workers using the secured M-FUND digital application.
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The way M-FUND operates

Health questionnaire and 
membership agreement

Cash or digital payment 
collection. All traceable in 

M-FUND application.

Digital membership card 
created in the secured 

application

Membership card linked to 
a QR code given to 

members

Consents were obtained for the fair use of the photos from the beneficiaries.
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The way M-FUND operates

Staff in partner hospitals scan members’ QR codes 
to review digital membership status 

(Picture on right-hand side)
Active members received free care up to a ceiling
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The way M-FUND operates

Partner hospitals bill M-FUND directly. M-FUND Medical Officers 
review all details. DLP head office pays hospitals within 2 weeks after 

all verifications are complete. 
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Implementation and progress

Over 100,000+ members

250+ partner hospitals

180,000+ outpatient consultations

22,000+ inpatient admissions

- 70% female among service 
users

- 1 in 4 were pregnant at the 
time of service use
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Support and Partnerships

Signed MOU with Ubon Ratchathani 

Provincial Health Office, March 2023

Signed MOU with Sa Kaeo Provincial

Health Office, March 2025

Signed MOU with Tak Provincial Public 

Health Office, February 2024

Photo: Dreamlopments / M-FUND
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Support and Partnerships
MOU with Chiang Rai PHO and other hospitals, 2022

Photo: Dreamlopments / M-FUND
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Support & Impact

Dr. Supakit Sirilak, Director of Health Systems Research 

Institute (HSRI), mentioned M-FUND’s coverage of 

healthcare services for migrants.

6 June 2024, Launching Event of the National Migration Health Working Group (MHWG) led by IOM

Dr. Surachoke Tangwiwat, Deputy Permanent Secretary of 

the Ministry of Public Health, presented M-FUND as one 

scheme covering health access for migrants in Thailand. 
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M-FUND in the Field

A Community Worker 

renews monthly 

membership in the 

community. 

In Mae Sot General Hospital, there 

is M-FUND corner where staff 

scan QR codes to view members’ 

benefits. Active members receive 

free care and hospitals bill M-

FUND directly. 

Community worker (right) 

enroll members in the 

community with 

tablets/phones, through 

the M-FUND Application.

Consents were obtained for the fair use of the photos from the beneficiaries.
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Key messages

Community-based and flexible health protection models like M-FUND 

complement national UHC by closing coverage gaps for migrants and 

informal workers.

M-FUND demonstrates the effective partnership between NGOs, public 

hospitals, and provincial health offices in extending migrant health 

protection within existing systems.

By preventing catastrophic out-of-pocket costs, M-FUND reduces 

economic vulnerability and strengthens resilience of migrants to climate 

and crisis shocks.

M-FUND implementation evidence can inform migrant-inclusive, climate-

resilient policy and cross-border continuity of care at national and 

regional levels.
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Thank you for your attention
Consents were obtained for the fair use of the photos from the beneficiaries.
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